Sens. Hutchison & Cornyn Submit 
U.S. Attorneys Recommendations To White House
 

WASHINGTON—U.S. Sens. and Kay Bailey Hutchison and John Cornyn today notified the White House Counsel of their recommendations for individuals to fill vacant U.S. Attorney positions in Texas in the Northern, Eastern, Southern and Western districts. All candidates were vetted by the bipartisan Federal Judicial Evaluation Committee (FJEC). 

 

            “We are pleased to have sent forward these qualified individuals for the U.S. Attorney positions,” said Sen. Hutchison. “Our evaluation committee is now ready to begin the process of considering candidates for four U.S. District Judgeships. We were pleased to receive the Texas Congressional delegation’s recommendations and we will certainly evaluate those individuals as well as any other qualified attorneys who are interested in serving on the Federal district bench.”

 

            “We believe the individuals listed below are the best qualified candidates available to serve the state of Texas and strongly recommend them to the White House. I believe these candidates are best suited to fill these open positions and look forward to working with President Obama to ensure these candidates are confirmed in a timely manner,” said Sen. Cornyn.

 

--The full text of the letter to White House Counsel Gregory Craig is below--
 
October 7, 2009

 

Gregory B. Craig, Esq.

Office of the White House Counsel

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, DC 20500

 

Dear Mr. Craig,

 

Thank you for collaborating with us in identifying the strongest candidates for service in the Federal Judiciary in our state.  As a result of our evaluations, as well as the assessment of our Federal Judiciary Evaluation Committee, we have identified the following candidates that we believe are of the highest caliber to recommend to the President for the following positions:

 

 

U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Texas:       

Sarah Saldana

 

U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas:           

Judge John Burch Stevens, Jr.

John Malcolm Bales

 

U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Texas:       

Kenneth Magidson

 

U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Texas:        

Judge Robert Pitman

Michael McCrum                                                              

 

We believe that these individuals would carry out the duties and responsibilities of the Office of U.S. Attorney with professionalism and a commitment to justice.  Thank you again for your efforts, and we look forward to working with you on these nominations.

 

                                                            Sincerely,

 
Background
 
Northern District of Texas
(Dallas-Ft. Worth; Lubbock; Amarillo; Abilene; etc.)

Senators’ Recommendation:      Sarah Saldana
 

Sarah Saldana is a career federal prosecutor who serves as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Northern District of Texas, where she manages the Fraud/Public Corruption Section.  Ms. Saldana has prosecuted bank and mortgage fraud, civil rights, human trafficking and public corruption. 

 

Prior to her work as an AUSA, Ms. Saldana spent approximately 14 years in private practice at Haynes & Boone, LLP and Baker Botts, LLP, where she was a partner in the trial department for six years.

 

Ms. Saldana has an extensive public service background in addition to her time as an AUSA.  After receiving her bachelor’s degree from Texas A&I University in 1973, she worked for a year as a middle school teacher in Dallas and then for various federal agencies, including the Department of Labor, the Department of Housing and Urban Development and the Equal Opportunity Employment Commission.  Upon graduation from law school at Southern Methodist University in 1984, Ms. Saldana clerked for Judge Barefoot Sanders in the Northern District of Texas.

 

Among the numerous written endorsements of Ms. Saldana are: the Coalition on Women’s Appointments; the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO); the National Women’s Political Caucus; the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC) National, North Texas, and Corpus Christi branches; the Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA); the Dallas Hispanic Bar Association; the American GI Forum; Hispanic 100; the Women’s Issues Network; the Mexican American National Association (MANA); and many other organizational and individual endorsements.

 

Eastern District of Texas
(Beaumont; Tyler; Plano; etc.)

Senators’ Recommendations:    Judge John Burch Stevens, Jr. & John Malcolm Bales
 

Judge John Burch Stevens, Jr. has served as a Criminal District Court Judge for Jefferson County, Texas, since 2007.  He worked as an Assistant Criminal District Attorney for Jefferson County from 1979 to 1981, as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas in Beaumont from 1985 to 2005.  Stevens has received numerous awards from the Department of Justice, including the Attorney General’s Award for Exception Service, the Special Achievement Award for Sustained Superior Performance of Duty, and the Special Commendation Award for Outstanding Service.  

 

His most notable prosecution was for the heinous murder of James Byrd Jr. in Jasper.  As a Justice Department prosecutor, Stevens authored or edited several Department manuals, including the Handbook for Federal Prosecutors of Death Penalty Cases (pending review and publication by the United States Department of Justice, Criminal Division); Hate Crimes (published by DOJ and used as a monograph for prosecutor training); and Federal Prosecution of Juveniles (published by DOJ and used as a monograph for prosecutor training).

 

Stevens received his bachelor’s degree from Lamar University in 1974, completed post-baccalaureate work in business administration at the University of Texas in 1976, and received his law degree from the University of Houston in 1979.  He later earned a master’s degree in social science from Syracuse University in 2001.  Stevens also has experience in private practice; he worked at the firm of Provest, Umphrey et al. in Port Arthur from 1981 to 1985 and as a contract attorney in 2006.  

 

John Malcolm Bales is a career federal prosecutor who serves as the Acting U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas.  

 

Bales became an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Texas in 1989.  He has prosecuted a large number of narcotics dealers and has served twice as Criminal Chief.  He has received numerous awards, including: the Special Achievement Awards in 1989 and 1992 from the Department of Justice for sustained superior achievement, the East Texas Peace Officer’s Association Award of Excellence in 1996, the J. Michael Bradford Memorial Award from the National Association of Former United States Attorneys in 2004, and, finally, the Attorney General’s Distinguished Service Award in 2007 for achieving the largest criminal penalty on record in a maritime pollution case.

 

Bales received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Texas with High Honors in 1977 and his law degree from the University of Texas in 1980.  He served in the Navy Judge Advocate General Corps in 1981, was briefly an associate at Hancock, Piedfort Law Firm in Austin and then became a Special Agent for the FBI.  Mr. Bales worked for the FBI from 1982 to 1989, investigating federal crimes such as armed bank robbery and RICO violations in San Antonio and public corruption in Chicago.

 

(The award Bales received in 2004 is the highest honor bestowed on an Assistant U.S. Attorney.)

 
Southern District of Texas
(Houston; Corpus Christi; Laredo; McAllen; Brownsville; etc.)

Senators’ Recommendation:      Kenneth Magidson
 

Kenneth Magidson is a career federal prosecutor who has served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of Texas since 1983.  Magidson currently serves as the Organized Crime Drug Enforcement Task Force (OCDETF) Regional Coordinator for the Southwest Region (California to Texas), working to target large-scale drug trafficking and money laundering organizations.  He has also served as Chief of the Narcotics Division in the Southern District of Texas.

 

Briefly from 1996-1997, Magidson worked as the Director of the Executive Office for the OCDETF under Attorney General Janet Reno and Deputy AG Eric Holder.  He was also appointed by Governor Perry to serve as the Harris County District Attorney from March to December 2008, where he managed an office with over 300 prosecutors and investigators.  Magidson drew praise for his professionalism and management skills while presiding over the office in the wake of several scandals.

 

Magidson received his bachelor’s degree from the University of Maryland in 1973 and his law degree with honors from the South Texas College of Law in 1976.  Magidson began his legal career as an Assistant District Attorney in Harris County, rising to the position of Chief Felony Prosecutor.

 

 

Western District of Texas
(Austin; San Antonio; El Paso; Waco; etc.)

Senators’ Recommendations:    Judge Robert Pitman & Michael McCrum
 

Judge Robert Pitman has served as a U.S. Magistrate Judge in the Western District of Texas since his appointment in 2003.  He previously served as interim U.S. Attorney for the Western District of Texas (2001) and then as Deputy U.S. Attorney (2001-03).

 

Pitman received his bachelor’s degree from Abilene Christian University in 1985 and his law degree from the University of Texas in 1988.  Upon graduation from law school, he clerked for U.S. District Judge David Belew in the Northern District of Texas and then worked for two years as an Associate for Fulbright & Jaworski in Austin.  Pitman left private practice to serve as an Assistant U.S. Attorney in the Western District of Texas, Austin Division.  In 1997, he spent a year as an Attorney-Advisor at the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys in the Department of Justice in Washington.  In 1998, he returned to the U.S. Attorney’s office in Austin as a Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney and Deputy Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney.  

 

Pitman has received commendations from the FBI, Secret Service, DEA, Bureau of Diplomatic Security for the Department of State, the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys for the Department of Justice, and the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation.

 

Michael McCrum is Of Counsel at Thompson & Knight, LLP in San Antonio, working in the White Collar Practice Group.  From 1989 to 2000, McCrum worked in the U.S. Attorney’s Office of San Antonio as an Assistant U.S. Attorney.  He served in the General Drug Section as a Federal Prosecutor and then a Supervisor.  In 1996, he served as the Interim Co-Chief of the Del Rio Division of the U.S. Attorney’s Office, and from 1996 to 2000, he was the Supervisor for the Major Crimes Section.  In 2000, McCrum returned to private practice with his brother, and then as a solo attorney.

 

McCrum received his bachelor’s degree from Southwest Texas State University in 1978, and he graduated third in his class from St. Mary’s University School of Law in 1985.  Upon graduation from law school, McCrum worked for a year as an Associate at Groce, Locke & Hebdon in San Antonio, and then for three years as an Associate at Davis & Cedillo, specializing in commercial litigation. 

 

Before attending law school, McCrum worked as a police officer in Dallas.

 

-- END --
