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Thank you Senator Brown.  I am both honored and humbled your words.  Members of the bench, honored public officials, family and friends.


I also want to thank our gracious hosts at Martin Luther King, Jr., High School and Bobbi Sladick, Barbara Billi, Jena Suhadolnik, Craig Tame, and Magistrate Judge Benita Pearson, and I eagerly await the day when I will get to shorten that title a bit when you become our next federal judge.  


No one gets an opportunity like this on their own.  There are so many people here who have been so good to me, and I do not want to accidentally leave anyone out by going through all your names, so I hope that you all will accept my heartfelt gratitude for your support and friendship.  


To my entire family, which is taking up one third of this room, you are my strength.


To my wonderful parents, you all are my anchor.


To my incredible wife Karil, you are my compass.


To my fantastic children, Allie and David, you are my horizon.


Being a trial lawyer, I know when I have a good captive audience going, so I wanted to take this chance to say a few words about my vision as to what all of you have a right to expect of me – indeed the right to demand of me – as your United States Attorney.


I can sum it up in two words, excellence and integrity.  Defining and achieving excellence is not easy.  If excellence were easy, everyone could do it.  


Today, as a prosecutor, with the economic, ethical and security threats facing our community, excellence is more difficult to achieve than ever.


It means we have to embrace the best of what has worked in the past, but that we cannot be afraid to try new approaches to combat these threats we face.  


Looking forward, excellence means that we have to work with all of you in this community to find ways to prevent crime, not just to fight it.  The days are over, when it is enough to just be tough on crime, and then pat ourselves on the back and go home.  Now, we need to be smart on crime as well.  


We need to better use technology and intelligence to target our law enforcement resources on hot spots.


We also need to lead the way in working with the business community and social service providers to develop better community reentry programs, that lower the rate of repeat offenders.  


But, excellence is not only forward looking.  Excellence also means keeping the best of what is tried and true.  We’ve got to find those examples, and we must set priorities.  


To find such examples and priorities you don’t even have to leave this room.


In this room sit people who I have watched set the standard of excellence during my 15 years with the Department of Justice.  I have seen them devote their careers to excellence in investigating, evaluating and, when appropriate, bringing the tough cases, the kinds of cases that the United States Attorney’s Office must and will prioritize.  We can and must follow their example.


We can and must follow Tom Perez’s example of relentless dedication to civil rights, because our citizens must understand that the laws we enforce apply equally to all, not just some.


We can and must follow Craig Morford’s example of relentless efforts to root out public corruption, because taxpayers must understand that the public’s money is being spent on the best product, not on someone’s best friend.


We can and must follow Assistant Attorney General David Kris’s example of devoting every waking hour to protecting our nation from those who would do us harm, because the terrorists must understand that we will not rest, because we know that they do not rest.


We can and must follow my predecessor Greg White’s and Chief Michael McGrath’s example of cooperation between federal and local law enforcement, because the men and women on the front lines in the fight against crime must understand that we are their partners, not their competitors.  


We can and must follow Attorney General Richard Cordray’s example of aggressively investigating economic crime, because consumers must understand that the free market is also a fair market, so that they will have the confidence to buy into it.


Does excellence mean pursuing just one of these priorities?  No.  Excellence means pursuing them all, by carefully picking our cases and working jointly with others to make the most of our resources.  Bluntly, excellence means that we have to be able to walk and chew gum at the same time. 


I also want to say a few words about the other job requirement I owe you – integrity.   


Integrity is the core of public service.


What is public service after all?  Public service is a privilege.  It is a sacred trust between you, the people, and those like me that take an oath to serve you.


What is public service not?  It is not an entitlement to be used for feeding someone’s ego, or for the pursuit of power, and certainly not for personal gain.


Being a prosecutor requires an even greater integrity.  As a prosecutor, entrusted with all the power of the state, I understand that I owe my integrity always to the fair and equal enforcement of the law.  But how can you define that vision?  


One thing you can do is to define it by example, and to do that again you don’t have to look any further than this auditorium.  You can look to the many career prosecutors at the United States Attorney’s Office and the hard working federal agents, who spend long hours, mostly anonymously, and live out the ideal of fair and unbiased law enforcement.  


Look to people like Ann Rowland, a woman who has spent three decades as a prosecutor protecting the public with skill and honor.


Look to Bill Edwards, with whom I stood on a stage just last week in Washington, D.C., as the United States Attorney General Eric Holder awarded him the Department’s single highest honor for career achievement.  


Look to Special Agent Mike Massie, an FBI Agent, who gave up a more lucrative career at a large accounting firm to serve this community as a federal agent.


I look and see these people as the living definition of integrity in public service.  Thank you.

That vision of excellence and integrity is not easy, and with all the threats we face, it would be easy to give up hope.

But from where I stand, I can see all of you sitting here together:


I see high school students sitting with prosecutors;


I see civil rights leaders sitting with law enforcement officers;


Business people sitting with public officials; 


And I am one public servant that is full of hope for our future.


To all the students who are here, look around at the people who have come to Martin Luther King Jr. High School, to recognize and support the choice you have made to be part of the Cleveland Public School’s law and municipal careers program.  


Whether you are exploring a career in legal services, or whether you are in your school’s programs preparing you for a career in law enforcement or firefighting, you are living out Dr. King’s dream that using the law, not breaking it, is a path to justice.  


The rest of us are committed to supporting you, and to prove that point, I have been speaking with your principal Mr. Davis and we are going to start an internship program with your school and the United States Attorney’s Office.


A word to the prosecutors and law enforcement officials that are here, if our jobs sometimes tempt us to be cynical, that is understandable, but look around at the students here. 


Look at Dontea Gresham, who shared his own eloquent vision of the law earlier.  He has the vision of public service, and it is not a small one.


When we sat down, he told me that wanted to run for City Council, then Mayor, then Senator, then President.  Thankfully, it appears that my job is the only one Dontea does not want, but Mayor Jackson and Senator Brown – watch out. 


Far from being cynical, he is sitting here in his chair at MLK High School, but with his sights firmly planted on the top of the mountain.  In Dontea’s vision, there is reason for hope that our public service with integrity and excellence is making a difference. 


Yes, integrity and excellence can be defined by people, but words can also help.


Almost 70 years ago, on April 1, 1940, Attorney General Robert Jackson, who later went to serve on the Supreme Court and prosecute Nazi War Criminals, addressed a gathering of United States Attorneys in Washington.


I want to close today by sharing with you the words he used to describe what it means to be an ethical federal prosecutor and to pledge our office’s continued commitment to them.  


He said, “The qualities of a good prosecutor are as elusive and as impossible to define as those which mark a gentleman.  And those who need to be told, would not understand it anyway.  A sensitiveness to fair play and sportsmanship is perhaps the best protection against the abuse of power, and the citizen’s safety lies in the prosecutor who tempers zeal with human kindness, who seeks truth and not victims, who serves the law and not factional purposes, and who approaches his task with humility.”


For us, those words define excellence and integrity.


Thank you. 

